
AF National recognized several
members for their contributions to

SAF, the community, and forestry at the
SAF National Convention held
November 3-7, 2015, in Baton Rouge,
LA. Award winners were recognized
Louisiana-style as attendees followed
the Second-Line Band in a parade from
the convention center to the conven-
tion hotel for food, fun, and flair. 

Carl Alwin Schenck Award—
Steven D. Tesch

This award recognizes devotion and
demonstrated outstanding performance
in the field of forestry education. Steve is
the director of research for the OSU
College of Forestry. He is active in help-
ing young faculty get off to a strong start
in research, encouraging the involve-

ment of undergraduates in research,
and working to expand research and
international opportunities for graduate

students. He is well respected by his
peers and students and strives to listen
to new ideas while acting in the best
interests of his students. He has devoted
his career to providing students with a
quality education, and considers it the
highest of honors to give back to the
forestry community as a teacher and
academic leader. 

A full list of national award winners
appeared in the August issue of the
Forestry Source: www.nxtbook.com/
nxtbooks/saf/forestrysource_201508/
index.php#/0.

Field Foresters of the Year

SAF honored one member from each
voting district with the Presidential Field
Forester of the Year award. This award
recognizes those who have dedicated
their professional careers to the applica-
tion of forestry on the ground using
sound scientific methods and adaptive
management strategies. 

Loren Hiner was recognized as Field
Forester of the Year in District 1, which
includes Washington State, Inland
Empire, and Alaska. Loren has served as
the city forester for the City of
Montesano since 2007.

Dave Cramsey, who was not able to
attend the convention, was honored as
District 2 (Oregon) Field Forester of the
Year. He has worked for Roseburg
Forest Products since 1997.

Other Field Foresters of the Year who
were honored include:

• District 3: Don Dukleth
• District 4: Ron Cousineau
• District 5: Jeffrey Kante
• District 6: Bruce Breitmeyer
• District 7: Donna Davis
• District 8: Robert Franklin
• District 10: Derek Dougherty
• District 11: Neal Alan Van Valkenburg

2015 Fellows

One of the highest honors for mem-
bers of the Society is that of Fellow. This
exceptional recognition is bestowed
upon a member by their peers for out-
standing contributions and service to
the Society and the profession. 

The following Northwest members
were elected Fellow in 2015:

• Phil Aune, Inland Empire
• Ellie Lathrop, Washington State
• Marc Vomocil, Oregon

Congratulations to all. ◆
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2015 SAF Vice President (president
in 2016) Clark Seely (left) congratu-
lates Steve Tesch on receiving a
national award.
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SAF members toured the Bluebonnet Swamp Nature Center, a 103-acre
cypress-tupelo swamp in Baton Rouge, which offers more than a mile of
gravel paths and boardwalks that link swamp habitat with beech-magnolia
forests and meadows. Prior to the construction of levees along the
Mississippi River, the area had been a bottomland hardwood forest. The
levees and development in the area around the preserve caused water to
collect, forming a swamp and altering the forest type.




