
Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members
informed of state society policy activities,
Policy Scoreboard is a regular feature in the
Western Forester. The intent is to provide a
brief explanation of the policy activity—you
are encouraged to follow up with the listed
contact person for detailed information.

OSAF Members Endorse Updated
Position Statements. The SAF fall
2015 ballot for Oregon chapter members
included individual ballots to support or
oppose three updated position state-
ments on “Landslides on Forest Lands,”
“Thinning on Public Lands in Oregon,”
and “Managing Riparian Forests.” The
OSAF Executive Committee adopted
these positions earlier, but OSAF takes
the extra step of a member vote to help
raise awareness among members of
OSAF positions and to clearly assess
their support for the statements. The
ballot results showed very high (98-99%)
support for the three position state-
ments. The online ballot system does not
allow for comments by voters, so the rea-
sons for the few negative votes are
unclear.  Interestingly, some years ago
when hard copy ballots were used and
allowed for comments to be included,
some voters said they opposed a posi-
tion statement because it did not go far

enough in establishing a strong view-
point. OSAF has nine active position
statements on important forestry issues
and members are encouraged to review
these statements (www.forestry.org/
oregon/policy/position/) and use them
to articulate a professional perspective
when discussing forest resource issues
with people outside the profession.
Contact: Paul Adams, OSAF Policy chair,
adamspaulw@gmail.com.

Update of OSAF Position State-
ment on Old-growth Forests
Expected Soon. Under SAF policy
guidelines, unit position statements
have a 5-year lifespan and OSAF’s posi-
tion on “Managing Mature and Old-
growth Forests” has recently been the
focus of a review and update to remain
current. Although the OSAF Executive
Committee has not yet voted on an
updated version of the position as of this
writing in early December, such a vote is
expected by early 2016. Old-growth for-
est management remains an especially
relevant and timely issue for state and
federal forestlands where interest in
diameter-, age- and location-based har-
vest restrictions persists. OSAF continues
to advocate for active management by
forestry professionals to achieve diverse
benefits from older forests, versus arbi-
trary and inflexible directives that pro-
hibit the effective application of local
professional expertise and experience.
Some newer issues and concepts that
the updated position is likely to incorpo-
rate include the need for active manage-

ment to address the effects of climate
change on older forests, and the use of
percentage targets for various succes-
sional stages of forests (versus fixed loca-
tions) that better mimic natural land-
scape patterns and changes. Contact:
Paul Adams, OSAF Policy chair,
adamspaulw@gmail.com. 

New Riparian Rules Coming to
Western Oregon. On November 5,
2015, the Oregon Board of Forestry voted
(4-3) to increase management restric-
tions in riparian areas on private forest-
lands in western Oregon. The decision
was made nearly 4 years after the Board
initiated the rulemaking process after a
study (RipStream) of operational timber
harvests under the current rules showed
some stream temperature increases that
exceeded a state water quality standard
for fish habitat. Refinement of the final
rule language is expected to add about
another year before the rules must be
applied on the ground. The new rules
will apply to small and medium fish-
bearing streams that provide habitat for
salmon, steelhead, and bull trout (the
Oregon Dept. of Forestry has maps) in
the western georegions, except for the
Siskiyou georegion in Jackson and
Josephine counties. The Riparian
Management Area (RMA) widths on
these streams will increase by 10 feet,
i.e., to 60 feet on small streams and 80
feet on medium streams.

Forest owners with such streams may
apply either of two major rule options.
One option is that the RMAs are no-cut
areas, including the upstream non-fish-
bearing reaches that are within a
planned harvest unit. The other option
maintains the current inner 20-foot no-
cut zone, but increases the required tree
basal area retention in the RMAs to 112
sq. ft. (now 40) along small streams and
183 sq. ft. (now 120) along medium
streams, with an allowance for counting
hardwood basal area. There are addi-
tional requirements for distributing the
basal area throughout most of the RMAs,
as well as allowance for emphasizing
basal area on the south side of east-west
oriented streams. The Regional Forest
Practices Committees are expected to
help refine the final rule language and
further information about such relevant
committee and board meetings and
decisions can be found via www.ore-
gon.gov/ODF/Board/Pages/default.aspx.
Contact: Paul Adams, OSAF Policy chair,
adamspaulw@gmail.com. ◆
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