
BY DAVID NEW

he year 2016
once again chal-

lenges voters across
our nation to wisely
choose over 7,183
state and federal gov-
ernment representa-
tives and leaders—
challenging because our society, party
platforms, candidate positions, and
media reporting are becoming more
polarized and gridlocked in rhetoric. In
this voting environment our public
lands management crisis will take a dis-
tant back seat to other high profile envi-
ronmental issues such as climate
change policies and national energy
independence.

Given current national priorities and
professional backgrounds, all of our
nation’s Presidential candidates have a
limited understanding or track record of
managing Western natural resource
issues, policies, or legislation. Yet this
creates a real and meaningful opportu-
nity for SAF to vigorously educate
Presidential and Congressional candi-
dates and key staff about the many
complex forest management issues fac-
ing us today. This “educational window”

will take place between May and
October of this year, and as SAF mem-
bers we need to vigorously take up this
challenge at the state and local govern-
ment levels. If we don’t, who will? Post
Presidential election, it is also vital that
SAF actively engage the new President’s
transition staff.

Our elevator speech message to
every political candidate should be
nonpolitical and simple: “America’s
federal public lands and the commu-
nities in which they reside need urgent
restoration and rejuvenation. The
associated governmental and judicial
environmental processes require
rebuilding. America’s natural resource
economies are at a tipping point. The
timetables of nature and our global eco-
nomic competitors have absolutely no
regard for our political, legislative, or
judicial timetables. As a candidate, what
are your achievable plans for getting us
out of this gridlock?”

Natural resource issues are unpopu-
lar with politicians for a reason. For over
two decades taking a stand on these
issues has earned little or no political
power in an urbanized nation, and in
fact, has generated copious amounts of
scorn from special interest groups.
Consequentially, votes on natural
resource issues are often traded like
cheap Monopoly property and rarely
discussed in a meaningful or compre-
hensive manner. As resource profes-
sionals, it’s up to us to ask candidates
and elected officials to better educate
themselves and develop thoughtful,
long-term policies that will perpetuate
sustainable natural resources for future
generations. We also need to point out
to candidates that this situation requires

tough decisions, but we elect these folks
in hopes that they will do the right thing
and make the tough decisions.

At the national level, candidates are
increasingly faced with our nation’s debt
crisis and the economic necessity of bet-
ter prioritizing and balancing our federal
budgets. Ultimately this will impact all
federal agencies’ non-essential funding.
Fortunately, on federal and state budget
issues most candidates have clear poli-
cies, and more importantly, many have
voting track records to guide voter choic-
es. This author is a firm believer in the
importance of evaluating the voting
records of candidates wherever possi-
ble—leopards rarely change their spots.
Natural resource professionals need to
look carefully past the media rhetoric to
search for candidates with pragmatic
road maps for dealing with the budget
crisis we face. Federal and state candi-
dates’ positions on national wildfire pre-
vention and suppression funding can
provide a real litmus test for voters of
short term “Band-Aid” versus real long-
term solutions.

Closer to home in Idaho, Congres-
sional candidates and staff have been
very actively engaged in federal land col-
laborative restoration efforts and secur-
ing national wildfire funding. However,
none of the candidates have called for a
Public Land Law Review as in the 1960s
or laid out a plan for addressing the
long-identified problems with NEPA or
the Endangered Species Act.

Washington, Montana, and Utah will
each hold gubernatorial elections in
2016, with a special election in Oregon.
Western state governors enjoy increas-
ing opportunities to participate in feder-
al land management through the feder-
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al legislated Good Neighbor Authority.
These initiatives, however, require both
gubernatorial support and legislature
budget support to work on the ground.
In Utah and Alaska, initiatives continue
in regard to the legal review of the state’s
enabling act and the federal govern-
ment’s commitment to dispose of feder-
al lands. Arizona has the only major
2016 ballot vote that could affect state
land management. 

State legislatures working in “part-
nership” with rural county commission-
ers across the west have the best effec-
tive opportunity to increase support of
US Forest Service collaborative forest
restoration initiatives. I can tell readers
from first-hand experience in Arizona
that local governments are going to lead
the charge in holding collaborative
efforts accountable for results on the
ground and in improving rural commu-
nities. Federal, state, and local govern-
ment candidates need to recognize that
collaborative efforts take “sustained”
local community engagement. These
are time-consuming processes for
which there is no free lunch. 

Increasingly, urban congressional
and state representative candidates
need to be reminded that while federal
lands are “all citizens lands” the burden
of collaborative forest restoration efforts
and consequences of failures fall pre-
dominately on the rural communities of
the West.

As an avid student of history and
having managed forestry operations in a
number of nations, I see the key to truly
great national or state leaders as rarely
the candidates themselves, instead, it’s
all about their choices of key cabinet
officials, advisors, and department
heads. President Truman’s choices of
Generals Marshall and McArthur to lead
the largest ever successful rebuilding of
nations and democracies by two totally
different personalities by an unpopular
President is an example of the very kind
of leadership we voters need to seek this
year.

As natural resource professionals and
as westerners we need to make our
voices and votes count. In 1960, 63% of
eligible voters participated in federal
elections. In 2014, only 36% participat-

ed. This is amongst the worst voter par-
ticipation among OECD nations.
Responsible and accountable govern-
ment starts with good voter turnout.
Each and every SAF member should
commit to:

• Inform at least one local or state
candidate on two important natural
resource opportunities in his or her
state;

• Inform at least two of your neigh-
bors about the importance of these
opportunities and encourage them to
vote; and 

• Vote in all 2016 elections. ◆

SAF member David New is currently an
international forestry consultant and
formerly vice president of Timberlands
of Boise Cascade Corporation and past
chief forester of Fletcher Challenge New
Zealand. He now resides in Boise, Idaho,
and can be reached at davenew@
growingexcellence.com. He would like
to thank Dr. Dennis Becker, Darrel
Kenops, and Kevin Boling for their
consul and wisdom in preparing this
article.

WESTERN FORESTER  ◆ MARCH/APRIL/MAY 2016  11

©2016 Forestry Suppliers, Inc. All rights reserved.

THE 
ULTIMATE
FORESTRY
TOOL.
The proven Nikon Forestry Pro is

hypsometer that provides accurate
range, height and angle measurements
using conventional vertical separation
and 3-point measurement. 3-point

height between two targets by measuring
horizontal distance, and then the angles to
both the target base and the top.

It‘s just one of thousands of products we
sell, and each one is backed with our world
class customer service.

Go online, or call 800-360-7788 to order
your FREE catalog today.

Designed to the exacting demands of the forestry 
industry, Forestry Pro is equally at-home with 
arborists and utilities.

Sales 800-647-5368
www.forestry-suppliers.com

� � � � � � � � �


