
Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members
informed of state society policy activities,
Policy Scoreboard is a regular feature in the
Western Forester. The intent is to provide a
brief explanation of the policy activity—you
are encouraged to follow up with the listed
contact person for detailed information.

Updates of OSAF Old-growth
Position Statement and Position
Booklet Completed. Under SAF poli-
cy guidelines, unit position statements
have a 5-year lifespan and OSAF’s
“Managing Mature and Old-growth
Forests” recently was the focus of a
review and revision to remain current.
In December the OSAF Executive
Committee approved the updated posi-
tion, which is now available at
www.forestry.org/oregon/policy/posi-
tion/. Old-growth forests remain an
especially important and timely issue for
state and federal forestlands where inter-
est in diameter-, age-, and location-
based harvest restrictions persists. OSAF
continues to advocate for active man-
agement by forestry professionals to
achieve diverse benefits from older
forests versus arbitrary and inflexible
directives that prohibit the effective
application of local professional expert-
ise and experience. Some newer issues

and concepts that the updated position
incorporates include the need for active
management to address the effects of
climate change on older forests, and the
use of percentage targets for various suc-
cessional stages of forests (versus fixed
locations) that better mimic natural
landscape patterns and changes. 

OSAF now has nine active position
statements on important forestry issues,
and members are encouraged to review
these statements and use them to articu-
late a professional perspective when dis-
cussing forest resource issues with peo-
ple outside the profession. The nine cur-
rent positions, along with background
information about SAF and OSAF, have
been compiled in an updated PDF that
has been formatted for printing as a
booklet or for electronic sharing. It is
available at the URL listed above.
Contact: Paul Adams, OSAF Policy chair,
adamspaulw@gmail.com.

OSAF Considers Position
Statement on Forestry
Professionals as Stakeholders.
Public agencies and other groups often
seek input and advice from stakeholders
as they evaluate forest resource issues
and develop related policies and man-
agement plans. Forestry professionals
sometimes are among these participants
through their affiliation with commonly
recognized stakeholder groups (e.g.,
industry, landowners). However, a pro-
fessional perspective independent of
employer or client interests can provide
more complete and candid input about

important forest issues. In addition, such
input provides a vital voice for a key
group that must deal directly with poli-
cies and plans that often are shaped
without the unique, independent
insights of the professional forestry com-
munity. OSAF thus is considering a new
position statement to call attention to
the need for decision makers to more
consistently tap valuable professional
forestry expertise and experience as they
seek stakeholder input on forest resource
issues. The statement is expected to be
relatively straightforward and brief and
draw from an existing document that is
available at www.forestry.org/northwest/
policyhottopics/. Contact: Paul Adams,
OSAF Policy chair, adamspaulw@
gmail.com.

New Riparian Rules Coming to
Western Oregon. This past fall, the
Oregon Board of Forestry voted (4-3) to
increase management restrictions in
riparian areas on private forestlands in
western Oregon. The decision was made
nearly 4 years after the board initiated
the rulemaking process after a study of
operational timber harvests under the
current rules showed some stream tem-
perature increases that exceeded a state
water quality standard for fish habitat.
Refinement of the final rule language is
expected to extend the implementation
date of the rules to September 2017. The
new rules will apply to small and medi-
um fish-bearing streams that provide
habitat for salmon, steelhead, and bull
trout in most of western Oregon (the
Oregon Dept. of Forestry has maps). The
Riparian Management Area (RMA)
widths on these streams will increase by
10 feet, i.e., to 60 feet on small streams
and 80 feet on medium streams.

Forest owners with such streams may
apply either of two major rule options.
One option is that the RMAs are no-cut
areas, including the upstream non-fish-
bearing reaches that are within a
planned harvest unit. The other option
maintains the current inner 20-foot no-
cut zone, but increases the required tree
basal area retention in the RMAs to 112
sq. ft. (now 40) along small streams and
183 sq. ft. (now 120) along medium
streams, with an allowance for counting
hardwood basal area. There are added
requirements for distributing the basal
area throughout most of the RMAs and
allowance for emphasizing basal area on
the south side of east-west oriented
streams. The Regional Forest Practices
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Committees will help refine the final rule
language, and further information about
related Committee and Board meetings
and decisions can be found via www.ore-
gon.gov/ODF/Board/Pages/default.aspx.
Contact: Paul Adams, OSAF Policy chair,
adamspaulw@gmail.com. 

IDL Seeking Good Neighbor
Authority in Idaho. The Idaho
Department of Lands (IDL) is seeking
approval from the Idaho Legislature for
$562,000 to enable hiring of three staff
positions and professional contract
foresters to facilitate implementation of
Good Neighbor Authority. The 2014
Farm Bill and the 2014 Consolidated
Appropriations Act provided the authori-
ty for the US Forest Service and Bureau
of Land Management to enter into coop-
erative agreements with state agencies to
perform forest, rangeland, and water-
shed restoration services on federal
lands. Implementation of the authority
during the first 3-5 years in Idaho would
include financial commitments from the
State of Idaho, US Forest Service, and the
forest industry. A dedicated fund estab-
lished by forest industry would cover
one-time capital outlay costs in the first
year, along with ongoing funds to help
cover contractor fees. All projects would
be competitively bid, and the proceeds
generated from timber sales would be
retained by IDL to implement additional
restoration work within the geographical
area of the initial project. The goal of the
IDL agreement is to increase the pace
and scale of forest and watershed
restoration activities across ownership
boundaries in Idaho starting as soon as
summer 2016. Information on Good
Neighbor Authority can be found at
www.fs.fed.us/farmbill/gna.shtml.
Contact: Dennis Becker, drbecker@
uidaho.edu.

National-level News.
Clean Power Plan. The Supreme

Court voted 5-4 on February 9 to stay
implementation of the President’s Clean
Power Plan pending the outcome of liti-

gation before the D.C. Circuit Court of
Appeals. At that time, the belief was that
this unusual development signaled the
law would ultimately be overturned.
With the death of Justice Scalia, however,
the calculus changes. The timing is unaf-
fected as the stay will remain in place
likely until 2017 when President Obama
has left office. Under one scenario,
President Obama is able to nominate
and have confirmed a justice that would
preside over the case. The other scenario
would have a Supreme Court with a
vacant seat, which results in a 4-4 tie
automatically allowing the law to stand.

Energy Bill. Senator Murkowski (R-AK)
introduced the Energy Policy Modern-
ization Act in September 2015 (S. 2012).
The bill would amend the Energy
Independence and Security Act of 2007
and include new authorities related to

wood energy production. In particular,
the bill adds thermal energy to the feder-
al renewable energy purchase require-
ment. Currently only electricity is recog-
nized. It would add biomass thermal,
solar thermal, and geothermal as path-
ways federal government entities can
use to meet their renewable energy obli-
gations. Identical language is in the
House-passed H.R. 8. The Senate version
would also direct the USDA and EPA to
recognize the carbon neutrality of sus-
tainably harvested forest biomass energy
and ensure that carbon neutral policy is
enforced across all departments and
agencies. The bill is expected to pass the
Senate and would then move to a con-
ference committee with House-passed
energy legislation (H.R. 8). Contact:
Dennis Becker, drbecker@uidaho.edu. ◆
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he 2015 NAIP imagery for
Washington and Idaho is now

available for download. The imagery
can be downloaded in UTM coordi-
nates (Meters) at no charge at this
link: https://gdg.sc.egov.usda.gov/
GDGOrder.aspx.

The new imagery for both states is
in 1 meter resolution, color, and it is
orthorectified. File sizes range from a
few hundred megabytes to over 5
gigabytes per county. Each county is
available as a Compressed County
Mosaic in a MrSID format. The
imagery can be viewed in ArcPad,
ArcGIS, MapInfo, and several other
mapping programs. Users can down-
load a free viewer at Lizardtech’s web-
site: www.lizardtech.com/products/
geoviewer/. Lizardtech is the compa-
ny that originated the MrSID format.

For more information, please con-
tact Jon Aschenbach, Summerlake

Enterprises, 11607 SW Winter Lake Dr.,
Tigard, OR 97223; 503-707-6236.  ◆

2015 NAIP Imagery Available
for Washington and Idaho

T

NEW!
2015 NAIP Imagery 

2015 NAIP imagery for Washington and
Idaho is available now in any Coordinate
System. SPECIAL: receive both PC and
Pocket PC version. Just $495 per state

delivered on a loaner USB drive.
Or $40 per county.

Call Jon Aschenbach 503-707-6236
SUMMERLAKE ENTERPRISES

TIGARD, OR

A 2015 computer screenshot of
Thurston County from the NAIP
imagery.

Connecting Forest Landowners with
Seedlings, Services and Contractors

DISCOVER Our Interactive Website
www.forestseedlingnetwork.com

BUY/SELL SEEDLINGS • FIND VENDOR SERVICES & CONTRACTORS • VALUABLE RESOURCES


