
Ned Pence
1937-2016

Ned Pence, 78, was born on July 21,
1937, and grew up in Mackay, Idaho, along
with four brothers. In 1955 he left Mackay
to study at the College of Forestry at
University of Idaho. He received his B.S.
degree in Forest Management in 1959 and
married Arleen Westfall the same year.
After graduation he worked at many jobs
as a professional forester in Washington,
Idaho, Alaska, and Montana. He received a
Master’s of Forestry in 1967. 

Ned believed and practiced active forest
management. The high point of his career
was his position as district ranger for the
Island Park Ranger District on the Targhee
National Forest from 1976-1980. The Island
Park Ranger District was experiencing an
infestation of the mountain pine bark bee-
tle and becoming a dead forest. Ned super-
vised the harvest of about 150,000 acres of
dead and dying lodgepole pine. The 1988
wildfire in Yellowstone National Park
stopped at the district boundary where
there wasn’t any ground fuel to burn. Over
30 years later the area is stocked with rap-
idly growing lodgepole pine. Today, few
people would understand what happened
in the 1970s. There are thousands of acres
of new forests growing in Washington state,
the Boise National Forest, Payette National

Forest, Targhee National Forest, and the
Tongass National Forest. These new forest
growths are the results of active forest
management that involved Ned. 

In 1980 Ned transferred to the
Petersburg Ranger District of the Tongass
National Forest in Alaska. He resigned from
the US Forest Service in 1990 to become a
forest consultant, working with his wife
and son, Don. Ned retired in 2005. 

Ned Pence was a 58-year SAF member
and was elected Fellow in 2004. Ned is sur-
vived by his wife, Arleen, son, Don, daugh-
ter, Tammy, and many grandchildren.

Art (Chester) McKee
1929-2015

Art (Chester) McKee, 86, passed away
December 10, 2015, at Magnolia House
Foster Care in Grants Pass, Ore. He was
born January 9, 1929, in Clearfield, Penn.

Art attended and graduated from
LaSalle High School in Niagra Falls, N.Y. in
1946. He served in the United States Army
from 1946 to 1948. Few are aware that he
received the World War II Victory Medal as
well as an Army of Occupation Medal of
Japan. He then attended the State
University of New York and the New York
State College of Forestry at Syracuse
University, from which he graduated in
1952. 

He married Eileen L. Tovey September
27, 1979. Art spent his working career serv-
ing the state of Oregon, working for the
Forest Service at John Day, Union Creek,
and Prospect.

Art had a variety of interests that never
failed to engage others in conversation

with him. He enjoyed building model rail-
roads, photography, canoeing, hiking,
reading, and playing the harmonica. He
traveled to all 50 states and fed many wild
birds along the way.

He is survived by his partner, Marvel
Lorenz of Grants Pass, Ore., and his sister,
Mary St. John of Yellville, Ark. He was pre-
ceded in death by his wife Eileen in 2004.

Clyde Kalahan
1923-2015

Clyde Kalahan, 92, passed away
December 18, 2015, with his wife Carol at
his side. Clyde was born on January 27,
1923, in Yacolt, Wash. His family moved to
Longview where he graduated from RA
Long High School in 1941; this past sum-
mer, at his 74th high school reunion, he
enjoyed visiting with “old” friends. 

During college in the 1940s, he inter-
rupted his studies to serve on active duty
(and later in the reserves) in the Marine
Corps. After graduating in 1947 from the
University of Washington with a B.S. in
Forestry, he started his career with the
Weyerhaeuser Company. 

Clyde met Jean Ainslie on a blind date
and they married on September 16, 1950.
On their first wedding anniversary Clyde
was called back to active duty, and he
shipped out to Korea to serve during the
Korean War. Afterward he resumed his
career with Weyerhaeuser where he worked
at headquarters in Cowlitz County, Wash. 

Jean and Clyde raised three daughters
in western Oregon and Washington, even-
tually settling in Tacoma. He retired from
Weyerhaeuser in 1983 as a senior vice pres-
ident for the company’s Wood Products
Division. He was an avid gardener and gift-
ed in the art of bonsai as both a teacher
and a student. He served on many non-
profit boards and was active at the Tacoma
Golf and Country Club and at St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church. Clyde and Jean loved
Seattle sports, listening to the Mariners on
the radio, and from their inaugural season,
attending Seahawks games as 12th man
season ticket holders. 

Although he traveled the world, Clyde
was at home in the Northwest where his
family was rooted and he fully felt the won-
ders of nature. Clyde is survived by his sec-
ond wife, Carol, his three daughters and
three step-daughters, as well as many
grandchildren, cousins, nieces and
nephews, and many, many friends. He was
preceded in death by his parents and sib-
lings, and by Jean, his wife of 62 years. 
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Jack Schoening
1927-2016

Jack Schoening, 88, of Baker City, Ore.,
passed away in his home January 24,
2016. Jack graduated from Loup City High
School, Nebraska, in 1945. Shortly after
graduation he entered the U.S. Army. He
attended the University of Wyoming at
Laramie for six months, a specialized
training program, before entering active
duty. He received all active duty training
at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and was trans-
ferred to Tokyo, Japan, where he played
the French horn in the Army band that
was assigned to General MacArthur’s
General Headquarters. He returned home
in February 1947 and was discharged with
the rank of Sergeant or T3.

Jack received a Bachelor degree in
Forest Management from Colorado A&M
(now Colorado State University) with dis-
tinction. He became a member of Xi
Sigma Pi. He started his career with
Shasta Forest Company in Redding,
Calif., and finished that employment as
manager of a 70,000-acre tract. In 1960,
Jack was employed by U.S. Plywood
Corporation in Anderson, Calif., doing
general forestry work and contract log-
ging supervision. He then went to work in
1965 for Weyerhaeuser Company in
Tacoma, Wash., where he spent six years
in land and timber purchases, sales, and
exchanges in the United States. 

In 1971, he became woods manager for
the Weyerhaeuser Vail—Mc Donald
500,000-acre tree farm headquartered in
Chehalis, Wash. Jack accepted a promotion
in 1972 to timberland manager with
responsibilities in two operations, Coos Bay
and Springfield, Ore., with a total acreage of
480,000. His next move was to the Far East
as general manager and director of two
timber concessions on the east coast of
Borneo, Indonesia, with a total area of
1,724,000 acres. He finished his Far East
tour late in 1976 as director of operations
in Malaysia, Philippines, and Indonesia.
He returned as wood manager on the
Longview, Wash., operations, which was
the largest Weyerhaeuser operation in the
United States. 

Jack faced his greatest challenge when
Weyerhaeuser had 68,000 acres of owner-
ship destroyed by the Mount St. Helens
eruption on May 18, 1980. As wood man-
ager, he had the total responsibility to
restore the roads and railroads, salvage the
timber that had been blown down or heat
killed standing, and replanting all of the
land following salvage and plantations
that were killed. Within 26 months, 638
miles of roads were repaired and built and

850 million board feet of timber was sal-
vaged, which would build 85,000 three-
bedroom homes. Over 45,500 acres were
planted with 18.4 million seedlings.

Following the entire salvage effort,
approximately 23,000 acres were
exchanged with the US Forest Service to
create the Mount St. Helens National
Volcanic Monument. Sometime after the
St. Helens event, Jack assumed more
responsibility, not just as wood manager,
but marketing logs as well. He was instru-
mental in managing the important transi-
tion from old-growth logging to highly
mechanized second-growth logging, and
he always believed a good working rela-
tionship with the labor unions was critical

to a successful, highly efficient operation.
Jack retired from Weyerhaeuser in 1991
after 27 years with the company. He was
awarded the Weyerhaeuser President’s
Special Award for outstanding work five
times. He joined the Society of America
Foresters in 1951 and was a 64-year mem-
ber upon his death.

Jack Schoening is preceded in death by
his parents, Emil and Ethel, his sister
Velma, and his wife Nancy. He leaves three
children, Randall Schoening and Joachim
Schoening both of Eugene, Ore., and his
daughter Kate Brooks of Baker City, Ore.
He also leaves six grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren. ◆
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