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he Council of
Western State

Foresters (CWSF) is a
place where Western
foresters come
together to tackle
complex forestry
issues. CWSF is a
nonpartisan, nonprofit membership
organization comprised of state, terri-
torial, and commonwealth foresters
whose role is to conserve, protect, and
enhance Western and Pacific island
forests. CWSF’s membership includes
the 17 Western US state foresters and
six American-affiliated Pacific island
foresters. Unlike other organizations
focused on just one aspect of forestry,
our organization takes a broad and
comprehensive approach to forest
management and provides expertise
on the many complex and interrelated
factors at play in Western forestry.

In addition, CWSF works closely
with the National Association of State
Foresters, the Northeastern Area
Association of State Foresters, and the
Southern Group of State Foresters to
raise awareness and take collective
action on issues affecting state forestry
agencies nationwide.

An important element of CWSF’s
work is fulfilled through our relation-
ship with the Western leadership of the
USDA Forest Service (Forest Service).
This relationship is realized through
the Western Forestry Leadership
Coalition (WFLC), which is a unique
partnership between the Western state
foresters and the Forest Service’s
Western regional foresters, Research
Station directors, and Forest Products
Laboratory director. CWSF staff is
tasked with executing the work of both
CWSF and WFLC.

Priority Issues

The Food, Conservation, and

Energy Act of 2008 (Farm Bill) directed
all US states and Pacific islands to
complete assessments of all forests
within their boundaries—federal,
state, and private—and to develop
strategies to address threats and
opportunities. These Statewide Forest
Resource Assessments and Strategies
(Forest Action Plans) are powerful
tools to direct limited resources where
they are needed most. Collectively,
they represent the first-ever strategic
plan for the nation’s forests and are the
guiding documents for state forestry
agencies. 

Following the state Forest Action
Plans submittals, the WFLC initiated a
project to review and analyze the
Western states and Pacific islands
plans to identify trends and other find-
ings collectively impacting Western
forests. The analysis revealed the key
issues the entire Western region has in
common are forest health, wildland
fire, sustainability, climate change, and
water quality and quantity. 

These key issues serve as the guid-
ing framework for CWSF to educate
and inform policymakers and natural
resource managers. Examples of
CWSF’s work in these areas include:

• State foresters continue to priori-
tize the pursuit of a legislative solution
to adequately fund wildfire suppres-
sion for the Forest Service and
Department of the Interior and end
the practice of fire transfers. CWSF
members continue to express to
Congress the urgent need to identify a
solution to this critical problem.

• State foresters engage in the feder-
al appropriations cycle, focusing on
the Forest Service State and Private
Forestry (S&PF) programs and the
Forest Inventory and Analysis pro-
gram. Nationwide, state foresters
deliver technical and financial assis-
tance, along with forest health, water,
and wildfire protection for more than
two-thirds of the nation’s forests. The
Forest Service S&PF mission area pro-
vides vital support to deliver these
services. Each fiscal year, state
foresters support funding levels for the
individual S&PF programs and make
recommendations to Congress on the
funding needed to deliver effective
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and successful S&PF programs.
• State foresters have a strong inter-

est in the health and productivity of all
forests and continue to raise concerns
that the current level of active man-
agement on National Forest System
lands, managed by the Forest Service,
is insufficient to address the scope,
scale, and pace needed to restore
these forests to a more resilient condi-
tion. CWSF members continue to call
for opportunities to advance active
management and address the barriers
impeding restoration work, and to
urge the Forest Service to fully utilize
existing forest management authori-
ties.

2016 Elections

CWSF is a leading resource for sci-
ence-based, nonpartisan information
about the sustainable management of
Western forests. CWSF members are
uniquely positioned to contribute to
the creation of information that is
used to educate policymakers and
government officials about important
forestry issues. Organizationally, CWSF
takes a comprehensive approach to
Western forestry issues irrespective of
how it aligns with the priorities of
political parties.

CWSF and its members appreciate
the strong voices of forestry champions
in Congress and their unwavering sup-
port for Western forests. Significant
interest by members of Congress focus-
ing on accomplishing forest priorities
on the ground has been evident. In
addition, the Administration continues
to communicate the need for a new
wildfire suppression budgeting mecha-
nism. CWSF will continue to work with
partners to educate members of
Congress and the Administration
about policy and legislative solutions
that support healthy forests during the
remainder of the 114th Congress and
until the current Administration tran-
sitions out of office.

The upcoming 2016 elections pres-
ent an educational opportunity for
CWSF, state foresters, and the forestry
community nationwide. We look for-
ward to continuing to be a credible
information resource for members of
Congress and those that are re-elected
to office. In addition, newly elected
members of Congress and a new
Administration presents educational

and outreach opportunities for CWSF
to convey the importance of Western
forests and the benefits they provide.
The dynamic nature of our forested
landscapes creates ever-evolving pos-
sibilities to dialogue about, and make
progress on improving the health and
sustainability of our nation’s forests.  ◆

Kelsey Delaney is the Forest Policy
director for the Council of Western
State Foresters and the Western
Forestry Leadership Coalition. She can
be reached at kdelaney@wflcweb.org.
To stay up to date with CWSF’s work,
subscribe to their newsletter at
http://bit.ly/CWSFnewsletter.


