
Alaska SAF – November 9, 2021 
Monthly Executive Committee Meeting 

Notes from Zoom recording 
 

1. Roll Call 
• Ed Morgan, AK-SAF Chair, Juneau Chapter 
• John Yarie, AK-SAF Past Chair, Yukon River Chapter 
• Mitch Michaud, AK-SAF Chair-Elect, Cook Inlet Chapter 
• Ken Winterberger, AK-SAF Treasurer, Cook Inlet Chapter 
• Bob Durland, Chair - Dixon Entrance Chapter 
• Chris Schnepf, SAF Board Member – District 1 
• Sue Rodman, Cook Inlet Chapter 
• Jeremy Douse, Yukon River Chapter 
• Beth Schultz, Cook Inlet Chapter 

 
2. Announcements 

Ed wrote an article about the Alaska 2021 annual meeting – it was published in the summer issue of 
the Western Forester.  He then submitted a “Success Story” of the meeting to HSD, which was 
awarded top prize in the communication category.  A certificate from National is forthcoming. 
 
Discussion on National Convention.  Those in attendance enjoyed it.  There was a good program, 
good presentations, and good participation. 
 

3. Review and Approval of October 12 Meeting Notes 
Motion to approve by K. Winterberger & seconded by J. Yarie – passed unanimously. 
 

4. Agenda 
No changes to the agenda. 
 

5. Board of Directors – D1 Representative Report – Chris Schnepf 
• Attended the November 2 HSD meeting.  Discussion of State society incorporation and D&O 

insurance (see new business). 
• Working on FAQs for SAF board members. 
• Fellows Committee has a new representative from Inland Empire. 
• A Foresters Fund grant was awarded to WSU to develop forestry podcasts. 
• Taking the lead on the Board key performance indicators. 
• The convention went well. 
• 2022 annual meetings:  Inland Empire will be in-person (March); Washington will be virtual 

(April). 
 

6. NWO Report – Ed Morgan for Andrea Watts 
• The website is operational.  Go to forestry.org.  Andrea and the developer have been working on 

“redirects” which forward the user from the old website(s)/url(s) to the new website.  Photos are 



needed for three chapter chairs (Bob, Dan, and Gregg) as well as Alaska photos to place in the 
website.  Also need to add Alaska forest policy statements and any other appropriate content.  
Can update the Cook Inlet chapter seedling sale section. 

• Almost done with the 2022 NWO budget and it will be presented at the NWO meeting on 
Monday, November 15. 

• The Christmas postcard design is complete (by Ken Winterberger).  Will go to printer next week 
and will be mailed the first week of December. 

• Western Forester:  The “Consulting Forestry” issue will arrive in your mailboxes around 
Thanksgiving.  Andrea still needs an Alaska article for the next issue “What’s New in Forestry 
Operations” – please contact her directly and submit by January 1. 

 
7. Committee Reports 

a. Communications/Website – Ken Winterberger 
Going to meet with the website committee this week. 

b. Investment – Roger Burnside (provided written report) 
AKSAF’s Schwab Portfolio closed today, Monday, 8 November at $284,233. The current market 
uptrend which started with a follow-through day on 14 October has generated approximately 
$21,000 in gains since mid-October. We avoided an approximate 4% portfolio drawdown - 
~$10,000 - by liquidating 50% of the portfolio gains before the market corrected in late 
September for 9 days, then got back in once the market proved itself with a follow-through day 
to a Confirmed Uptrend. We are now back to 100% invested in equities. 

c. Membership – Mitch Michaud 
Alaska has 86 members.  One new member in Cook Inlet Chapter.  Three new members in Yukon 
River Chapter.  Lost some older members, mostly due to relocations. 

d. Policy and Legislative – Brian Kleinhenz 
No report. 

e. Scholarship – Sue Rodman 
Appreciated giving the scholarship recipients time to speak at our spring meeting.  Ken W. will 
help Sue on this committee. 

f. Science and Technology – Jeremy Douse 
Jeremy is willing to coordinate a statewide speaker series (meetings/presentations) if the 
chapters come up with speakers. 

8. Treasurer’s Report – Ken Winterberger 
$2,338.47 in checking.  One more NWO assessment to pay.  

9. Chapter Reports 
a. Yukon River Chapter – Field trip to look at fuels treatments from Tom St. Clair’s graduate 

school research.  Working on chapter officer recruitment. 
b. Cook Inlet Chapter – No meetings.  Looking at a seedling shortage nationwide.  Palmer PMC 

will not be able to provide CI’s seedlings starting 2023 due to staffing/budget issues and focus 
on hemp production. 

c. Juneau Chapter – No report. 
d. Sitka Chapter - No report. 



e. Dixon Entrance Chapter – Electing 2022 officers via ballot vote.  Meeting in-person Thursday.  
Might drop the Christmas get-together this year.  

 
10.  Old Business 

• Still need a secretary.  Please pass along to chapter members. 
• Please send your list of 2022 chapter officers to Ed by November 30 so he can update with 

National Office by December 31. 
 

11.   New Business 
• Ed attended the HSD meeting on November 2.  Some highlights:  CEO Terry Baker 

continues to add and restructure staffing at the National level which will help National 
assist the state societies better.   

• Ed presented the Alaska “success story” to the HSD members.   
• Larry Biles will be HSD chair in 2022 and Alex Richman was elected as chair-elect.   
• If the 2022 SAF Convention is held in-person, it will be in Baltimore MD September 20-

24, 2022.   
• National Office, the Board of Directors, and HSD decided that all state societies will 

become incorporated.  They also decided that D&O (director and officer) insurance will 
be purchased for all state societies.  This will protect all state and chapter officers from 
lawsuits which could jeopardize SAF as well as personal assets.  The initial cost for D&O 
insurance will be $1.33 per member and National Office will incorporate this cost into 
national dues.  Some Alaska officers will meet with Lori Rasor next week to start the 
process of gathering all information needed for incorporation. 

• Ed contacted Howard Teasley, Symposium Chairman for the ITC (Intertribal Timber 
Council).  If ITC holds an in-person Symposium in 2022, it will be in Fairbanks the 
second or third week of May.  ITC will decide in December whether to hold a virtual or 
in-person symposium.  If Alaska SAF decides to hold an in-person annual meeting, we 
could hold the meeting the same week and piggy-back on ITC’s field trip, which is 
typically on Wednesday.  I have been to many ITC Symposia and the field trips are very 
educational and worthwhile. 

 
12.   Calendar of Events 

Next meeting is Tuesday, December 14, 4-5 pm AK standard time. 


