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Executive Committee (2022) 
Chair      Ed Morgan 
Chair-elect     Mitch Michaud 
Past Chair      Jeremy Douse 
Treasurer      Ken Winterberger 
Secretary      Vacant 
Science and Technology Coordinator  Jeremy Douse 
Sitka Chapter Chair    Gregg Dunn 
Dixon Entrance Chapter Chair   Bob Durland 
Juneau Chapter Chair   Vacant 
Cook Inlet Chapter Chair    Mitch Michaud 
Yukon River Chapter Chair   Adam Davis 
 
Affiliate Staff 
SAF Northwest Office (NWO) Manager  Andrea Watts 
SAF District 1 Board Member    Chris Schnepf 
 
State Society Activities 
a. Monthly Business Meeting – Monthly business meetings were held on the second 

Tuesday of each month at 4:00 p.m.  In 2022, monthly meetings were held in all 
months except July and August.  Duration of the meetings was one hour and 
included the AKSAF executive committee, committee chairs, NWO manager Andrea 
Watts, and District 1 board member Chris Schnepf.  See monthly meeting notes for 
details. 

b. Annual Meeting 
The following article appeared in the Western Forester and summarizes the 2022 
AKSAF annual meeting: 
 
Alaska SAF Holds a Hybrid 2022 Annual Meeting 

By Ed Morgan – AKSAF Chair 

After the success of Alaska SAF’s 2021 virtual annual meeting, and 
with the decline of the pandemic and a requirement that all in-
person participants be vaccinated, we decided to hold a hybrid 



meeting this year with both virtual and in-person options for 
attending. 

We chose the topic Fuels Management Workshop:  Strategies for 
Protecting Alaska Communities and Resources from Wildfire, a timely 
and appropriate subject given the increase in wildfire activity and 
intensity state-wide as well as nationally.  Organized by the Yukon 
River chapter and held in Fairbanks on May 17-18, the program 
included presentations on the purpose and silviculture of fuel 
breaks as well as discussing how landowner objectives are integrated 
into fuels projects.  The all-day event included two interagency 
panels of experts featuring fire managers from across the state 
including BIA, BLM, Army, USFWS, NPS, AK Dept. of Fish and Game, and 
private landowners.  Several virtual presentations were included on 
socio-economic considerations and FVS modeling.  Discussion and 
interactions were abundant, and the consensus was that the program 
met the goals of the meeting. 

About half the participants were virtual and half attended in-
person.  The virtual portion of the meeting was a learning 
experience as we adapted to the camera and microphone that the venue 
provided.  Funding for the event was partially provided by a Kurt 
Gottschalk Science Fund grant, with the remainder coming from 
registration fees and funds from the Alaska SAF investment account. 

We were honored to have, attending in person, our CEO Terry Baker 
and National President Chris Maisch, as well as our D1 Board Member 
Chris Schnepf. 

We also had our annual business meeting and awards banquet at which 
the Yukon River chapter received the Chapter of the Year award, 
Tamara Boeve received the Service to Forestry award, and Tom St. 
Clair received the Forester of the Year award. 

Another highlight of the annual meeting was the all-day field trip 
which was organized by the Intertribal Timber Council, which held 
their annual symposium in Fairbanks the same week.  The four stops 
meshed well with our meeting theme including visits to 1) Aurora 
Energy Solutions’ firewood/pellet/compressed log plant, 2) Fire 
Effects at a Wildland-Urban Interface, 3) the Permafrost Tunnel 
Research Facility, and 4) the Fairbanks Fuel Break and Shovel Creek 
Fire.  Many field trip participants said that the field trip was the 
highlight of the meeting for them. 

After two years of either no meetings or virtual meetings, it was 
refreshing to meet in person again and experience the face-to-face 
interactions that we have missed.  However, virtual meetings are 
here to stay and for that reason we will continue to offer hybrid 



meetings in the future so that we can maximize attendance and allow 
all members and guests the opportunity to attend our SAF events. 

c. Incorporation / Director and Officer (D&O) Insurance – AKSAF was the first of 30 
state societies to become incorporated.  The certificate of incorporation and the 
articles of incorporation were issued by the State of Alaska in December.  D&O 
insurance was arranged nationwide by National Office. 

d. National Convention - The national convention was held in-person in Baltimore on 
September 20-24.  AKSAF Chair Ed Morgan attended and participated in the HSD 
meeting as well. 

e. Committees 
1. Scholarship – Sue Rodman continued to coordinate with the University of Alaska 

– Fairbanks (UAF) to award three annual forestry scholarships.  However, due to 
issues with the UAF scholarship system this year, only one scholarship was 
awarded.  The $500 Begalka Scholarship was awarded to Malcom Yerkes of 
Nikiski.  Unfortunately, the Tindall Scholarship and the Hoyt Scholarship were 
not awarded this year. 

2. Communications – Ken Winterberger assisted with the NWO website, and this 
role will transition to Adam Davis in 2023. 

3. Investment – Roger Burnside managed Alaska SAF’s Schwab Portfolio which 
includes funds for the state society and four chapters (all except Dixon 
Entrance).  Due to a downturn in the stock market, the account decreased in 
value through the year with the total value falling from about $262K to $236K.  
Due to Roger’s expertise and diligence, however, the account outperformed all 
of the major indices. 

4. Policy and Legislative – Brian Kleinhenz continued to update members on Alaska 
forest policy and legislation.   

5. Science and Technology – Jeremy Douse volunteered to head this committee 
and as of January 2022 started a monthly speaker series with natural resources 
presentations shared virtually with all members within the NWO.  There were 
presentations in January, February, and March.  He also coordinated CFEs. 

6. Membership – Mitch Michaud kept track of membership numbers and new 
members. 
 

Chapter Activities 
(For more detailed chapter summaries, please see the individual chapter information 
on the website). 



Cook Inlet – Chapter chair Mitch Michaud.  No meetings after March.  Seedling sale 
consumed all of their time, with significant issues with seedling supply and mortality. 
Yukon River – Chapter chair Adam Davis.  Regular meetings with presentations, 
technical sessions, and field trips. Also sold 2000 seedlings. 
Sitka – Chapter chair Gregg Dunn.  Many activities including the fifth-grade field day, 
establishing yellow-cedar plantings and a bench at the Sea Walk, a chapter picnic, and 
the dawn redwood project. 
Juneau – Chapter chair vacant.  One get-together in May garnered an attendance of 
four.  Another meeting in December resulted in a chair for 2023. 
Dixon Entrance – Chapter chair Bob Durland.  Regular meetings, with activities 
including an Arbor Day tree planting, helping with the Silver Salmon Derby, a chapter 
picnic, and a highway cleanup. 
 
House of Society Delegates (HSD) 
HSD members Ed Morgan (AKSAF chair) and Mitch Michaud (AKSAF chair-elect) 
attended the HSD meetings in May, September, and November. 
 
Northwest Office (NWO) 
AKSAF representatives attended NWO meetings in June and November.  Committee 
members were Ed Morgan (AKSAF Chair), Mitch Michaud (AKSAF Chair-elect), Ken 
Winterberger (AKSAF Treasurer), and Roger Burnside (AKSAF member at-large).   
 
Budget and Finance – Treasurer Ken Winterberger continued to maintain AKSAF’s 
checking account and coordinate with NWO on financial matters.  We will switch to 
Northrim Bank in 2023 to avoid unnecessary monthly fees. 
 
Membership – Membership increased slightly through the year going from 88 to 90.  
No membership activities occurred besides encouraging members to attend chapter 
and state events.  Longtime members John Sandor and KT Pyne passed away, both of 
whom were extremely active in AKSAF.  They will be missed. 


