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everal awards were presented at
this year’s WSSAF annual meeting

that was held jointly with the
Washington Chapter of The Wildlife
Society on April 15-17 at the Great
Wolf Lodge in Grand Mound.

Forester of the Year: Loren Hiner

This award is presented annually to
a member of Washington State SAF for

contributing to both the profession
and the public through application of
his/her professional skills to the
advancement of forestry in Washington
State and through public service that
benefits his/her community or some
larger segment of society. The selection
committee is made up of the five previ-
ous Foresters of the Year with their
chair being the most recent recipient.

Loren started out as a forestry tech-
nician from 1978-1985 when he gradu-
ated from the University of Idaho.
During his time at Plum Creek
Timberlands LP in Roslyn, Loren rose
from seasonal technician to senior
forester and was in charge of all
aspects of timber harvests, transporta-
tion, silviculture, and non-timber for-
est products, and learned GIS. Loren
owned and operated Silvicultural
Solutions in Cle Elum from 2003-2007,
serving government agencies and pri-
vate and industrial owners. He became
city forester for the City of Montesano
in 2007. Loren manages the 5,000-acre

multiple-use forest for the city with a
heavy emphasis on watershed, recre-
ation, timber harvest, stand manage-
ment, and working with the public.
The city tree farm has won several
awards and accolades under his guid-
ance. Loren has been featured and
quoted many times in the local news-
paper (The Daily World) on forestry
issues. Loren has worked with various
GIS applications throughout his career
and has hired student interns to help
update the database and implement
new software. 

Loren served as secretary for the
Central Washington chapter in the
1990s and has educated the public for
many years at the Washington State
Fair in Puyallup staffing the WSSAF
booth. In 2014, Loren was a speaker at
the Working Forests conference spon-
sored by WSSAF for non-forestry pro-
fessionals. Loren and the City of
Montesano forest were selected by
WSSAF to show Northwest diversity of
management to incoming SAF CEO
Matt Menashes in 2014. Loren current-
ly serves WSSAF as CFE coordinator
and has been an SAF member since
1983. 

WSSAF Chapter of the Year:
South Puget Sound

The South Puget Sound (SPS)
Chapter is a diverse group comprised
of members from both Tacoma and
Seattle metro areas and with years of
membership ranging from 1-64. The
SPS Chapter strongly encourages men-
toring, communication, and support
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Loren Hiner, center, receives the
WSSAF Forester of the Year award
from WSSAF Chair Dick Hopkins, left,
and SAF President Bob Alverts.
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Congratulations to the South Puget
Sound Chapter for being recognized
as Chapter of the Year. Paula
Hopkins accepted the award on
behalf of the chapter from WSSAF
Chair Dick Hopkins, left, and SAF
President Bob Alverts.
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Left to right: Norm Schaaf, Pete Heide, Jay Gruenfeld, and Jeff Boyce enjoy
the evening banquet at the WSSAF annual meeting.
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between students and experienced
members. The chapter works closely
with the University of Washington stu-
dent chapter and students from Green
River Community College. Student
participation adds 50 members to the
SPS roster.

In 2014, the SPS chapter hosted the
WSSAF annual meeting at UW’s Pack
Forest. Social and mentoring events
were held throughout the year. The
SPS Chapter and UW student chapter
co-hosted a picnic at Magnuson Park
on Lake Washington. The chapter’s tra-
ditional Golden Member Luncheon
brings together Golden and younger
SAF members. The chapter maintains
a modern forestry display at the
Murray Museum of the Mt. Rainier
Scenic Railroad in Mineral and provid-
ed an educational booth display at the
Washington State Fair with the theme
of Working Forests.

Past Chair Award: Joe Murray

Joe Murray was honored for his
leadership as the past chair of WSSAF.
Joe worked tirelessly on organizing the

Working Forests conference with other
SAF members, on student recruitment,
developing the Olympic Peninsula
Visitor Guide, spearheading the updat-
ing of the website, and a host of other
activities.

Congratulations to the WSSAF
award winners this year. Your hard
work is appreciated by your colleagues
and community.  ◆

he Washington State Society of
American Foresters Foundation

(Foundation) has unveiled a campaign
to raise $20,000 for the Foundation’s
scholarship program. 

Since 2011, the Foundation has
granted scholarships to community
college and university forestry students
in Washington state.   

Foundation members Doug St. John
and Norm Schaaf outlined the program
at the members meeting of the WSSAF
annual meeting on April 17, 2015. The
purpose of the fund drive is to increase
the Foundation’s endowment and
thereby enhance its ability to provide
assistance to deserving students. The
current balance of the scholarship fund
is $30,000.

Both Doug and Norm noted that the
rapidly rising cost of college is making
it more difficult for young students to
pursue their goal of a good forestry
education. They also noted that the
profession is in the midst of a signifi-
cant demographic shift where many
post-war baby boomers are retiring,
increasing the need for young foresters
to take their places.  

Fortunately, there are bright young
students interested in forestry careers.
Norm introduced Marisa Bass at the
meeting. Marisa is one of this year’s
recipients of a Foundation scholarship
and is passionate about a career in
forestry. In addition to an outstanding
academic record, Marisa has held
numerous forestry field positions. She
also led students to reinvigorate the stu-
dent chapter of SAF at the University of
Washington. After graduating with a
degree in forest management, Marisa
plans to pursue a Masters of Forest
Resources at University of Washington.

Riley Mowry is also a
2015 scholarship recip-
ient. He will be attend-
ing Grays Harbor
College in the fall.

The campaign is
seeking kick-starters
to pledge an initial
donation with the
promise to match that
donation if other
fundraising efforts
meet a specified goal.
The overall goal is
$20,000 in new funds
for 2015 comprised of
$5,000 from kick-
starter donations, with a promise of an
additional $5,000 match if at least
$5,000 is raised from other sources.  

Doug announced that WSSAF mem-
bers can support students and the future
of the profession by pledging an initial
amount and a matching amount.
Pledges of any amount would be appre-
ciated. Seven giving categories are avail-
able: Douglas-fir Club (lifetime gift of >
$2,000); 1-Saw ($1,000-$1,999); SM
($500-$999); 2-Saw ($250-$499); 3-Saw
($100-$249); 4-Saw ($50-$99); and Other.

Pledges or checks can be sent to:
WSSAF, c/o Chuck Lorenz, Treasurer, 777
Hartman St. SE, Tumwater, WA 98501.

WSSAF Foundation Committee
members include Bruce Bare, John
Gorman, Dick Hopkins, Chuck Lorenz,
Joe Murray, Norm Schaaf, and Doug St.
John.

SAF members interested in joining
the Foundation’s scholarship commit-
tee are urged to contact Foundation
Chair Doug St. John at dstjohn@
wradvisors.com. ◆
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WSSAF Past Chair Joe Murray (cen-
ter) was recognized for his leader-
ship during the WSSAF annual meet-
ing. The award was presented by
WSSAF Chair Dick Hopkins (left) and
SAF President Bob Alverts.

Marisa Bass
received a
scholarship
from the
WSSAF
Foundation to
continue her
studies at the
University of
Washington.


