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orth Olympic
Land Trust is

a local nonprofit
organization located
on the North Olympic
Peninsula of Wash-
ington, dedicated to
conserving lands that
sustain the communities of Clallam
County. 

We protect farmland, forestland,
and wildlife corridors through conser-
vation easements on private land
(2,361 acres) and land ownership (725
acres). The land trust’s ethic supports
multiple values, or uses, which include
maintenance of healthy wildlife habi-
tats, preservation of land for sustain-
able harvest of food, fish, and trees,
and aesthetic values that can be
appreciated through recreation. We
partner with tribal entities in support
of their traditional land-use practices
and look for opportunities to offer
environmental education.

Forests are critical natural-resource
assets in the Pacific Northwest. They
provide a broad range of goods and

services that contribute to social and
economic vitality, including clean air
and drinking water, fiber, fuel, wildlife

corridors, timber industry jobs, and
recreation. We believe that it is in the
community’s best long-term interest to
retain locally-owned and managed
forests. In our work, we seek to limit
conversion of forestlands to subdivi-
sions, keeping forests as forests in per-
petuity.

The lands that we own are managed
for multiple uses. On our properties
we choose to manage forests in a man-
ner that maximizes conservation val-
ues. The lands that we own directly are
almost exclusively managed for multi-
ple uses. On our forests, we:

• Manage our forested properties in
a manner that maximizes its conserva-
tion values. To accomplish this, some
areas may be left virtually untouched,
while in other areas, especially in
younger stands, timber harvest meth-
ods may be used to enhance these
conservation values. Individual forest
management plans address the unique
characteristic of each property;

• Use revenues created by these
efforts or other forest revenue oppor-
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The diverse upland and riparian forest at the 280-acre Lyre Conservation Area
will be passively managed to maintain its current characteristics. On the
same property is a 100-acre one-year-old Douglas-fir plantation with scattered
western redcedar that will be actively managed to create a diverse multi-age
stand. The property is also home to a half mile of beachfront along the Strait
of Juan de Fuca, which includes the Lyre River estuary. After a large restora-
tion project at the beach, the property will be open to the public for non-
motorized recreational use.
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A spruce plantation on a private property protected with a conservation ease-
ment held by North Olympic Land Trust. The landowner planted the spruce as
part of a 4-H project when he was a youth starting in the 1950s and he contin-
ued planting through the 1960s. The plantation is along the river terrace next
to the Pysht River.



tunities to support the long-term stew-
ardship of these forests;

• Provide public access when
appropriate; and

• Contract with local crews and
foresters for forestry work.

One example of multiple-use man-
agement of our properties includes the
Lyre Conservation Area. This 280-acre
property hosts the Lyre River estuary,
one-half mile of Nelson Creek, and
one-half mile of shoreline. On this
property:

• Riparian buffers and mature
upland forest habitat will be main-
tained essentially untouched;

• A large restoration project will
replace a bridge, remove a dilapidated
house, remove noxious weeds, and re-
vegetate a riparian area;

• One hundred acres of one-year-
old and three-year-old plantation will
be actively managed to create a multi-
age diverse forest through brushing,
precommercial thinning, and subse-
quent commercial thinning and har-
vest; and 

• The existing road will be offered
for non-motorized public access.

Forests on private lands on which
we hold conservation easements are
managed in a variety of ways depend-
ing on the vision of the landowner
who donated the easement. Some
landowners manage for a single value
or use, including that of a tree farm
managed primarily for sustainable
commercial harvest, while others
allow multiple uses. Prior to accepting

a donated ease-
ment we work with
the landowner to ensure that his/her
vision for the land allows us to steward
significant conservation values.

Challenges on our fee-owned prop-
erties include vandalism, resource
damage, some invasive-species infes-
tation, and garbage dumping. In
recent years, through our diligent
stewarding as well as concern for the
property by dedicated citizens and
volunteers, these problems have been
curtailed.  

In our mission to conserve the
lands that sustain the communities of

Clallam County, we will continue in
our obligation to protect and steward
local forests. ◆

Lorrie Mittmann is stewardship direc-
tor for the North Olympic Land Trust
in Port Angeles, Wash. She can be
reached at 360-417-1815 x7 or
lorrie@northolympiclandtrust.org. For
additional information on the land
trust, visit northolympiclandtrust.org.
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Volunteers from North Olympic Land Trust, North Olympic
Salmon Coalition, and the Backcountry Horsemen Olympic
Chapter constructed a pedestrian log bridge over Elk
Creek. The crew used five hand and motorized winches to
get the log across the creek.
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Volunteers constructed an environmental education shel-
ter on the 255-acre Elk Creek Conservation Area in Forks,
Wash., in 2011. The property has a 1.5-mile trail along Elk
Creek in a mature second-growth riparian corridor that is
open for public recreational use. The property also has a
30-acre plantation of 15-20 year-old trees that was recent-
ly thinned for diversity and to encourage growth.


