
everal members and cooperators
were recognized for their contri-

butions to OSAF, the community, and
forestry in Oregon at the joint OSAF
and Oregon Chapter of the Wildlife
Society annual meeting held April 29-
May 1 in Eugene.

Forester of the Year: Dave
Cramsey

The Forester of The Year Award is
presented annually to an OSAF mem-
ber for contributing to both the profes-
sion and the public. This year’s award
winner is Dave Cramsey, an Emerald
Chapter member and a forester’s
forester in the Eugene-Springfield area.

Dave graduated from OSU with a BS
in Forest Management in 1991 and has
worked for Roseburg Forest Products
for the last 18 years. He is an active SAF
member, currently serving as the
Emerald Chapter’s Membership chair. 

Dave is active in his community
and played an instrumental role in the
establishment of Forests Today &
Forever, an organization that provides
educators and students with natural
resource learning opportunities. He is
also a mentor to young field foresters
within Roseburg Forest Products and
passes on vital information to the next
generation of foresters. He emphasizes
that win-win opportunities do exist in
forestry, referencing Oregon’s ability to
sustainably harvest timber while pro-

viding clean water, quality wildlife habi-
tat, and clear air for all Oregonians.

Dave’s forestry skill set shined this
past summer on a challenging project
wildfire. He took aggressive action dur-
ing initial and extended attack on the
fire, making the tough decision to
ignite portions of his existing forest
plantation in an effort to control the
wildfire and reduce smoke emissions
headed directly for the people of
Eugene. Local District Forester Link
Smith wrote that the ODF incident
management team honored Dave with
an award for meritorious efforts on
this fire. Without his professional
action, the fire team recognized the
wildfire would have grown substantial-
ly, incurring additional financial hard-
ship in an already expensive fire sea-
son. Dave Cramsey is a shining exam-
ple of SAF’s core values at work in our
community.

OSU Outstanding Student
Award: Jessica Kessinger

Jessica will graduate from OSU in
June 2016 with a BS degree in forest
engineering and BA degree in interna-
tional studies. She participated in
Forestry Pro School, Forestry Field
School, and the Forestry Pro School
Cooperative Education Internship
Program. Jessica successfully complet-

ed a six-month Cooperative Education
Internship in 2014 where she worked
with Western Forest Products in British
Columbia, Canada. She was also
awarded the Oregon SAF Foundation
scholarship in 2014 and 2015.

She currently holds the communi-
cations chair position for the OSU
Student Chapter and builds student
participation through events, trips,
and skills workshops. Jessica has an
excitement for the profession and the
role that students can play in shaping
the profession as they move forward
with their careers. She leads by exam-
ple with her hard work on the forest
engineering curriculum, positive ener-
gy, and effective communication with
others.

Community College
Outstanding Student Award:
Serena Burdick

Serena graduated in June from Mt.
Hood Community College’s Forest
Resource Technology Program. She
served as vice president of the MHCC
Student Chapter where she helped
organize volunteer events and
fundraisers and was in charge of corre-
spondence with club members. She
has served her community as an active
volunteer with the City of Gresham
Wildlife and Restoration program.
Serena worked as a contract firefighter
last summer with Two Feathers, LLC
and gained valuable experience in
project management, crew dynamics,
and training. “Students trust her, value

OSAF Presents an Outstanding
Slate of Award Winners
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Dave Cramsey, left, is congratulated
on being this year’s Forester of the
Year by OSAF Chair Matt Krunglevich.
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Jessica Kessinger was awarded the OSU Student of the Year. From left to
right: Bob Alverts, SAF president; Jessica Kessinger; Tim Keith, OSAF Awards
co-chair; and Matt Krunglevich, OSAF chair.
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her leadership skills, and respect her
decision making. Her dedication to the
students, club, and faculty at Mt. Hood
will be greatly missed and extremely
difficult to replace,” says faculty chap-
ter advisor Jason Pinkerton. Serena
was successful at raising $700 for her
chapter this year.

Posthumous Lifetime
Achievement Award: Hal
Salwasser

The OSAF Lifetime Achievement
Award is presented in recognition of a
lifetime contribution to SAF and life-
time achievement in the forestry pro-
fession by an OSAF member. 

Before coming to Oregon State, Hal
Salwasser was regional forester for the
northern region of the US Forest
Service (Idaho, Montana, and the
Dakotas) and the chief executive offi-
cer of the Pacific Southwest Research
Station, supervising the research activ-
ities and sustainable forest manage-
ment practices in California, Hawaii,
and the Pacific Islands. 

As the Dean of the OSU College of
Forestry from 2000 to 2012, Dr.
Salwasser guided the college through a
period of transition in forest policies
and management nationally and glob-
ally. He met with incoming freshmen
each year to remind them of the beau-
ty and usefulness of forests, and how
trees were the solution to so many of
the world’s problems. 

Chapter Achievement Award:
Umpqua Chapter

The Umpqua Chapter has a diverse
membership of public and private
industry members and has substantial
membership of early-career foresters.
Despite their small size of fifty mem-
bers, the chapter sponsored the 2014
OSAF annual meetings, which resulted
in $14,000 profit for OSAF and the
chapter.

The Umpqua Chapter makes an
effort to retain members by contacting
current members if their membership
is in danger of lapsing. Every other

year, the chapter sponsors a pizza din-
ner for students considering natural
resource careers with OSU and com-
munity college representatives making
presentations. Within the community,
the chapter hosted a booth at the
annual Douglas County Earth Day and
Energy Fair, ran stations at the Glide
Forestry Tour, and assisted an elemen-
tary school tree plant on the South
Douglas Complex Fire.

Forestry Appreciation Award:
Doug Robertson

This award is presented to individu-
als and organizations outside the
forestry profession who have con-
tributed significantly to the advance-
ment of forestry in Oregon. 

Doug Robertson has made consid-
erable contributions to the manage-
ment of forests in western Oregon. As
an O&C county commissioner he gave
particular attention to the BLM O&C
lands, but he was also attentive to the
management of USFS lands, state and
county forests, and industry and small
woodland ownerships.

Over the past 34 years, Robertson
has been a dedicated public servant,
championing forest management for
the economic and social well-being of
Oregonians as well as for the health of
the forests. 

OSAF thanks all award winners
for their determination and hard
work within the profession and
community.  ◆
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The Chapter of the Year award goes to the Umpqua Chapter. Accepting the
award on behalf of the chapter are Brennan Garrelts and Joe Newton (middle)
flanked by, left to right, Tim Keith, OSAF Awards co-chair; Matt Krunglevich,
OSAF chair; Bob Alverts, SAF president; and Glenn Lahti, OSAF Awards co-
chair.
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A group photo of all the deserving OSAF award winners and presenters. Left
to right: Tim Keith, Kaija Salwasser, Janine Salwasser, Jessica Kessinger,
Serena Burdick, Dave Cramsey, Matt Krunglevich, Doug Robertson, Glenn
Lahti, and Bob Alverts.
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