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BY ADRIAN MILLER

oresters instinc-
tively think of the

forest as having mul-
tiple uses. It’s a fun-
damental concept of
our training and our
job to figure out how
to optimize those
uses within landowners’ objectives.
Private forest landowners’ objectives
can be as diverse as the forest ecosys-
tem itself. My employer, Pope
Resources, has a 150-year heritage of
land and resource stewardship in the
Pacific Northwest stemming from our
past linkage to Pope & Talbot, Inc. We
operate three primary businesses:
managing the company’s historic fee
timberland ownership, a timber fund
business, and a real estate develop-
ment company.

The tree farms we own and manage
through our fee timber and timber

fund businesses are managed to pro-
duce a variety of forest products
including high-quality sawlogs for
domestic and export markets. Like
many other private forest landowners,
we also seek a range of other revenue
opportunities including sand and
gravel leases, cell phone tower leases,
and harvesting of ornamental greens.  

All of these uses provide direct
value to our investors, but we are man-
aging for much more than value cre-
ation through the harvest and sale of
forest products. Where we operate in
the western United States, we work
under a comprehensive regulatory sys-
tem that ensures that our land man-
agement choices protect and enhance
the ecosystem that provides these val-
ues. The biological uses of a working
forest include carbon sequestration,
water quality, and fish and wildlife
habitat. While the regulatory structure
provides assurance to the public that
these values are protected, it is not the
only reason we manage for them. Pope

Resources is a participant in the
Sustainable Forestry Initiative, a volun-
tary, third-party environmental certifi-
cation system that requires policies
and procedures to ensure these values
are protected, regardless of the regula-
tory structures in place in the jurisdic-
tions that we operate in.

Because of our historic land owner-
ship, we own forestland that was once
in rural areas that is now surrounded
by development. As a result, we need
to manage around recreational users
and neighbors as well as the natural
resources found in our forests. Our
company policy allows for non-
motorized public access on our lands
except around active timber harvest
operations. Nowhere is this public use
on private lands more evident than the
timberland south of the town of Port
Gamble in Kitsap County Washington
that the company owns and manages.
This area receives daily use by local
residents and is home to the largest
mountain bike race in Washington
state. We actively work with all of the
various trail user groups to ensure
cooperation among each of these
users and our timber management
activities. While this relationship is not
completely symbiotic, we believe that
the inefficiencies that public use cre-
ates for timber management can be
offset by the positive working relation-
ship with our neighbors and other
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Pope Resources land is a popular
destination for outdoor recreation.



constituents. This is a
natural by-product of
providing access to
this working forest for
recreation. This is not
to say that public
access is a given and
we strongly support
the rights of private
forest landowners to
decide how or if they
choose to provide pub-
lic access.

Since 1998 Pope
Resources has sold
nearly 32,000 acres of
conservation ease-
ments (80%) and land
sales (20%)—another
way we work to opti-
mize uses across all of
our businesses, includ-
ing real estate. We are near completion
of a set of transactions in Skamania
County Washington that will collec-
tively allow for development and sale
of 20-acre parcels for rural recreation
use, preservation of riparian areas and

other habitats, and selling the develop-
ment rights and securing public access
on approximately 10,000 acres in per-
petuity while retaining the ability to
actively manage those lands for
forestry.

Pope Resources is
one of many private
forest landowners and
the examples we are
sharing reflect our
company’s decisions
based on a range of
factors. All private for-
est landowners provide
a suite of uses on their
forests and that diver-
sity between forest
landowners adds to the
social, environmental,
and economic diversity
of our industry. This
balance of uses is how
we will be able to con-
tinue to profitably own
and manage forests for
the next 150 years.  ◆

Adrian Miller is the manager of Policy
and Environment for Olympic Resource
Management, a subsidiary of Pope
Resources. An active SAF member, Adrian
served as WSSAF chair in 2011. He can be
reached at amiller@orminc.com.
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A Pope Resources working forest landscape shows forest manage-
ment, sand and gravel operation, and a cell phone tower.


