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or Sealaska, a
Native Alaskan-

owned company in
Southeast Alaska, the
land itself provides a
source of prosperity
and a fundamental
cultural link. Timber
production has been the primary
enterprise for Sealaska for the past 30
years. Salmon, wild berries, venison,
mushrooms, wild greens, and herbals
commonly find their way from man-
aged forestlands into the kitchens of
the Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimsihian peo-
ple. 

Members of these groups are the
shareholders of Sealaska Corporation
and they are blending a 10,000-year-
old tradition of food gathering and
cultural use of forest products with a
modern wood products industry. The
challenge for Sealaska land managers
is to provide opportunities for tradi-
tional and cultural uses while also sup-
porting thriving commerce. Jobs and
direct financial benefit from logging
and silviculture operations can form
an important financial cornerstone for
the families of Native Alaskans who are
the owners and stewards of the land.
People in the villages rely on the
opportunities to hunt, fish, and gather
on the land to supplement their diets
and enrich their lives.

Sealaska develops forest manage-
ment techniques that create a true
win-win between wildlife habitat ben-
efit and tree growth. Foresters deploy a
handful of silviculture treatments to
huge effect. Precommercial thinning
and basal pruning treatments attempt
to optimize timber volume, quality,
and tree size while allowing sunlight to
penetrate to the forest floor. In the
cool, wet ecosystem of the temperate
rainforest, this small amount of sun-
light is enough to create a flush of
plant diversity under the crop trees. 

Maintaining a thriving understory
community is critical to providing for-
age for many species of wildlife, and in

particular, Sitka black-tail
deer. In general, thinning
at wider spacing and early
in the stand development
creates the greatest oppor-
tunity to maintain sun-lov-
ing species that appear in
abundance after even-age
harvest. This practical silvi-
culture may give up a small
amount of volumetric
growth but with a large
benefit to key deer forage
species. Practices that grow
trees and deer at the same
time provide both timber
revenue and a reliable
source of protein for
Sealaska shareholders liv-
ing in remote villages.  

Vigorous understory
communities also support excellent
crops of wild berries. There is a
demand for these berries from Alaskan
businesses that produce value-added
health products and neutraceuticals.
Locals are able to harvest 200 pounds
at a time from managed stands, earn-
ing more than $600 for a day’s work. 

For Sealaska shareholders, the
forestlands they own and manage
must provide a range of benefits
throughout the rotation. Income from
timber at harvest is a tangible benefit,
but providing logs for carving and bark
for cedar baskets are also very impor-

tant to shareholders of the company.
For generations, the forests have been
relied upon to provide economic, cul-
tural, and ecological benefits. This tra-
ditional approach fits comfortably into
the definition of multiple-use forestry.
The future is blending science and tra-
ditional knowledge to better balance
resource management and use. ◆

Brian Kleinhenz is a forester for
Sealaska in Juneau, Alaska, and serves
as chair of the Alaska SAF. He can be
reached at 907-586-9275 or
brian.kleinhenz@sealaska.com.
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Sealaska Practices Traditional
Approach to Multiple Use
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Managed forests support vibrant
populations of Sitka black-tailed deer.
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Precommercial thinning optimizes
tree growth while enhancing
understory communities.
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Pruning lets low-angle Alaska summer sunlight
reach the forest floor and stimulates growth of
key wildlife forage species.


