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t’s a good time to
be a forester.

Forests in western
North America are
valued today for a
wider range of
ecosystem services
and multiple uses
than ever before, and our understand-
ing of forest ecosystems and their con-
nections with human communities
has grown along with the demands we
ask of forests and foresters.

The SAF Code of Ethics defines our
work in terms that resonate today: 

The profession of forestry serves soci-
ety by fostering stewardship of the
world’s forests. Because forests provide
valuable resources and perform critical
ecological functions, they are vital to
the wellbeing of both society and the
biosphere.

…foresters seek to sustain and pro-
tect a variety of forest uses and attrib-
utes, such as aesthetic values, air and
water quality, biodiversity, recreation,
timber production, and wildlife habitat.

The profession of forestry is more
diverse than ever, and so are the uses
for which forests are managed. Anyone
who thinks of forestry only in terms of
a single objective is missing the rich-
ness of the field. But political conflict
can sometimes make us forget the
opportunities we have to work togeth-
er. Gifford Pinchot wrote that:

There are many great interests on the
national forests which sometimes con-
flict a little. They must all be made to fit
into one another so that the machine
runs smoothly as a whole.

The western slopes of the Oregon
Coast Range include industrial forest-
lands, private woodlands and pasture,
state forests and parks, Tribal lands,
and the Siuslaw National Forest, each
managed for different purposes and
uses and contributing to a larger
whole, in which the landscape provides
wood, water, wildlife and fish habitat,

recreation, and scenic beauty. Retirees
and service-sector workers live along-
side farmers, loggers, and fishermen. If
that’s not multiple use, what is?

Once managed chiefly for timber
production, the Siuslaw National
Forest today emphasizes restoration,
recreation, and partnerships. The
Forest Service thins plantations,
restoring natural successional path-
ways toward late-seral conditions,
growing large trees, increasing species
richness, and fostering multi-storied
canopies. Proceeds from timber sales
are invested in watershed restoration,
fisheries, wildlife habitat, and a sus-
tainable road system on public and
private lands. The Siuslaw’s annual
harvest of 40 MMBF brings in receipts
of more than $5 million to support a
restoration economy in partnership
with local watershed councils and
stewardship groups.

The lands of the Siuslaw National
Forest serve as refugia for plants and
animals that depend on mature forests
and late-seral conditions. These tem-
perate rainforests are one of the most
productive areas in the world for car-
bon sequestration. Surrounding pri-
vate lands, on the other hand, are
managed much more intensively for
timber production. Working across

boundaries, watershed councils lever-
age state and federal grants to recover
salmon habitat so that “the machine
runs smoothly as a whole.” Without
industrial forests, we could not meet
society’s demand for wood or sustain
local sawmills. Without reserves on
federal forests, we could not sustain
the ecosystem. Diverse landowners
together provide the full suite of multi-
ple-use values and services for people
of the coast range.

Challenges for the future include
climate change; invasive species; revi-
sion of the Northwest Forest Plan;
transition from thinning as plantations
on public land mature; maintenance
of meadows, pollinators, and early
seral habitats; and sustaining livable
communities and vibrant economies.
The complexity of these challenges
will continue to require skill and diplo-
macy from foresters, other natural
resource professionals, and communi-
ty leadership. But if this were an easy
job, anyone could do it.  ◆

Jerry Ingersoll, an SAF member, is forest
supervisor on the Siuslaw National
Forest in Corvallis, Ore. He can be
reached at 541-750-7010 or jingersoll@
fs.fed.us.
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Siuslaw National Forest Emphasizes
Restoration, Recreation, and Partnerships
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The Siuslaw National Forest is managed for restoration of late-seral conditions.


