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Gregory Mark Killinger
1961-2014

Gregory Mark
Killinger, 52, died May
25, 2014, while hiking
the Mount Verstovia
trail in Sitka, Alaska. He
was born June 1, 1961,
in Salem, Ore.

After graduating
from Cascade High School, Greg obtained
an undergraduate degree in wildlife sci-
ence from Oregon State University in 1983
and a master’s degree in natural resource
management, fish, and wildlife from
Virginia Technical Institute in 1994.

Greg moved to Sitka in 1983 beginning a
more than 30-year career with the US
Forest Service. An avid outdoorsman and
hunter, Greg was truly in his element in
Alaska. At the time of his death, Greg was a
staff officer, stationed in Sitka, but respon-

sible for fish, wildlife, watershed, ecology,
and subsistence for the entire Tongass
National Forest. 

Greg first came to Sitka in 1983 and
worked as a volunteer and hydrology tech-
nician. From 1985 to 1988 he worked as a
biology technician for the Forestry Science
Lab and the Sitka Ranger District. Before
becoming a staff officer on the Tongass,
Greg was the ranger for the Craig District
on Prince of Wales Island. In 2001, he also
served as a temporary assistant to the
national watershed staff in Washington,
DC. During that same year, he was acting
district ranger at the Cordova Ranger
District on the Chugach National Forest
and acting district ranger at Admiralty
National Monument in Juneau.

Greg loved a challenging game of poker
and pounding the basketball court. He
actively trained for physically challenging
hunting trips by strapping on a heavy pack
frame and running up the trails on Mt.
Verstovia. He died one week before his 53rd
birthday enjoying the Tongass that he
loved. He and his wife, Lisa, a Sitka native,
were married for 24 years.

Survivors include his wife, Lisa
Killinger; brother, Martin Killinger and his
wife RaeDonna; sister, Karla Kliewer and

her husband Commander Charles Kliewer;
nieces; nephews; and grand and great
grand nieces and nephews.

Randall Jay Greggs
1949-2015

Randall Greggs, 65, passed away May
11 at home surrounded by his family after
a courageous 17-month battle with brain
cancer. He was born June 19, 1949.

His love of the outdoors spurred him to
earn a master’s degree in silviculture and a
forestry career that spanned 35 years. He
embraced change and challenges and was
fully engaged in everything that he under-
took. He was a graduate of the Agriculture/
Forestry Leadership Program and contin-
ued to serve the organization. He served
on many different forestry related boards,
nurseries, co-ops and committees, includ-
ing the Society of the American Foresters.

During his grueling cancer journey,
Randall had the blessing of welcoming his
first grandchild, Jaden Randall Green, into
the family. He was able to find joy and
happiness in the 10 months that he
watched Jaden grow and develop. In spite
of the rapid decline of his health, Randall
was also able to walk his daughter, Carin,
down the aisle to marry her best friend.

Randall is survived by his wife of
almost 42 years, Linda Pleticha Greggs;
daughter Jessica Green of Spokane and
her husband Jordan Green and grandson
Jaden Randall Green; daughter Carin
Greggs McNeil of Seattle and husband
Brian McNeil; and sister, Cassandra
(Greggs) Cooley of Seabeck, Wash., and
husband Chuck Cooley. ◆
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