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scapes nor increase their resistance and 
resilience in the future. Multiple active 
restoration and conservation manage-
ment approaches will have to be applied 
differently and adaptively to correct 
these unsustainable forest conditions. 
There is no single approach at one point 
along the active-to-passive continuum 
to fix the problem. Sources of knowledge 
for these efforts will come from the oldest 
traditions on these lands and the newest 
technologies.

2) Challenging climatic condi-
tions—Building resistance and resilience 
to future climate change (continued 
warming and drying) with necessitate 
work at multiple scales from genetics to 
landscape-scale treatments. I see ample 
opportunities for expanded and cau-
tionary planting of diverse species and 
genotypes, increased and regular use of 
prescribed fire for both site preparation 
and fuels management in mature stands, 
and better density management that 
includes earlier and heavier variable-re-
tention thinning treatments, perhaps as 
preparatory harvests for conversion to 
multi-aged management on public lands.

3) Societal perception—Preserva-
tion movements will need to be pushed 
aside by these emerging realities and 
our message about forests, trees, wood 
products and biomass as a major climate 
solution for both carbon sequestration 
and materials/energy substitution. Forest 
conservation is estimated to be about 
half of our future carbon/climate solu-
tion, with reforestation and appropriate 
afforestation making up the other half. 
However, preservation advocates equate 
forest conservation to no harvesting and 
no activities. They send their followers/
funders only images of and data from 
the tree farm end of the spectrum, with 
a focus on how such areas fail to achieve 
one or more natural forest objectives: 
some wildlife habitat characteristic, 
biodiversity in general, or (most recently) 
carbon storage. The new “proforestation” 
movement and such efforts to universally 
define “old growth” is a reincarnation of a 
generations-old preservation movement. 
Those same advocates would never 
promote a single, universal definition of 
what makes a person elderly or a society 
diverse, because context is crucial to 
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Editor’s Note
By Andrea Watts

That forests need to be actively managed was a motivating factor for why I 
returned to school to pursue a degree in forestry. Mike Nystrom, who at the 
time was a stewardship forester with the Washington Department of Natu-

ral Resources, visited the family property to inspect trees on our property line that 
had been inadvertently damaged by a contractor working on the adjacent proper-
ty. During the walkthrough of a stand that was a mixture of 20+’ tall red alder that 
naturally regenerated following a clearcut and planted Douglas-fir, my dad com-
mented that he expected the Douglas-fir would eventually overtop the alder. Mike 
explained that wouldn’t be the case since many of the Douglas-fir were already 
struggling to grow under the dense alder canopy. It would be better, he advised, to 
manage it as an alder stand since that was the site conditions supported. 

I didn’t realize there was a reason why some tree species grew on the stand 
compared to others or that management was needed. The management activities 
I observed my grandfather or dad performing were cutting trees for firewood or 
building trails. If the goal was to grow another stand of Douglas-fir for eventu-
al harvest, we couldn’t just plant the trees and walk away. Now, the property is 
actively managed following approaches described by Dr. Cristina Eisenberg in 
“Traditional Ecological Knowledge and Active Management of Western Forests” 
and in “Active Management and Small Landowners: It’s in the Intention” written 
by Jaal Mann and Rowan Braybrook. Some stands have will little to no manage-
ment activity while others are managed for an eventual harvest. 

These articles and others in this issue explore “What is Active Management?” 
from a variety of management objectives and landscapes. Katie Kosanke shares 
how active management is practiced in an urban forest while Rodney L. Jacobs 
discusses active management on Stimson Lumber Company’s timberlands. As 
always, thank you to all the authors who shared their thoughts in this issue. 

New this year are the pairing of the spring and summer issues. The theme of 
the spring issue is “Landscape Changes and the Science” and the summer issue is 
“Managing for Landscape Changes.” If you have an article you’d like to contribute 
or an article idea to suggest, please email wattsa@forestry.org.  WF




