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Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members
informed of state society policy activities,
Policy Scoreboard is a regular feature in
the Western Forester. The intent is to
provide a brief explanation of the policy
activity. You are encouraged to follow up
with the listed contact person for detailed
information.

Northwest Forest Plan Federal 
Advisory Committee

The Forest Service has released a re-
quest for applicants for a federal advisory 
committee for the revision of the North-
west Forest Plan. The committee will 
consist of 20 members selected by the 
USDA. The committee’s intent is to serve 
as a broad-interest advisory committee 
for the U.S. Forest Service as it under-

goes the plan revision. OSAF and WSSAF 
submitted a joint nomination of OSAF 
member, Mike Bechdolt, a retired senior 
O&C forester (Oregon and California 
Railroad Revested Lands) at the Bureau 
of Land Management National Office. 
In addition, we have the concurrence of 
California SAF, and the three State Soci-
eties will cooperate on this matter. 

OSAF Plans Field Trip for 
Legislators

An OSAF committee has been orga-
nized to plan and implement a spring 
2023 field trip for new members of the 
congressional delegation and their 
forestry/natural resources staff. Oregon 
has three new members of Congress: 
Val Hoyle, Lori Chavez-DeRemer and 
Andrea Salinas. Tentatively, the tour will 
visit the burn scar of one of the northern 
2020 Labor Day fires and will focus on 
management requirement to create fire 
resistant and resilient forests, particularly 
on federally managed lands.   

Forester Confirmed as Committee 
Chair

Bruce Westerman, who represents 

Arkansas’s 4th congressional district, has 
been confirmed as the chairmanship of 
the House Natural Resource Commit-
tee in the 118th Congress. Westerman 
earned a master’s degree in forestry from 
Yale University and is the only forester 
in Congress. He has been an outspoken 
proponent for active management of 
federal forests.

Update on the Working Forest 
License Plate

Only a few hundred more signatures 
are needed to meet the Washington State 
Department of Licensing’s threshold for 
creating a “Support Working Forests” 
plate for sale to vehicle owners. This 
plate is one new way the public can see 
visible support for the essential role 
managed working forests play in achiev-
ing Washington’s goals. A portion of sales 
will go to the Washington Tree Farm pro-
gram which certifies small landowners 
who practice sustainable forestry. 

To sign the petition for this new 
license plate, visit https://www.work-
ingforests.org/forests-and-fish-license-
plate/.  WF

such concepts, so their motivations are 
suspect. Criticisms of fuels treatments 
are similarly distorted; their arguments 
do not acknowledge the continuum of 
which tree farms are only a (small) part.

Preservation advocates and organi-
zations hold deeply rooted beliefs that I 
can respect (if they are not huge hypo-
crites). But I would rather they have an 
informed perspective of the continuum 
and the science on which it is based. In a 
great irony, the last decades have clearly 
demonstrated that preservation does not 
work in a dynamic and ever-changing 
world: hundreds of thousands of acres 
of “protected” habitat and ancient trees 
have been lost to wildfire, millions of 
acres of preserved/reserved forests have 
succumbed to drought mortality (e.g. 
“Firemageddon”), and thousands of 
miles of steam-side riparian ‘manage-
ment’ zones (mostly preserves) have 
been lost to wildfire, post-fire flooding 
and erosion, hydrologic changes and 

exotic vegetation. This is the world in 
which we live and have lived for millen-
nia; not all fire, drought, and flooding are 
bad, but current unnatural damage and 
trends are not sustainable. 

Preservation is a failed land manage-
ment model. I tell students that there are 
very good reasons for preserving pickles 
in small jars and eating them within a 
few years; preservation only works on 
the smallest spatial and temporal scales. 
We therefore need to constantly remind 
the public that conservation is achieved 
through active forest management, and 
that deforestation and harvesting are 
not synonymous. In fact, preservation 
and any move away from growing and 
harvesting wood, and thereby toward 
non-renewable materials, accelerates 
us down the climate change highway 
through both forest loss and increased 
fossil carbon emissions.

4) Landowner objectives/con-
straints—Active forest management 
both on public and private lands will 
still function and must be sustainable 
within a global marketplace and a more 
populated, consumptive world. Forest 
science, management, policy, and public 

relations (and advertising) must all rec-
ognize the non-ecological dimensions of 
sustainability, draw knowledge from ev-
ery available source old and new, speak 
openly and respectfully about the failures 
of preservation to fix degraded ecosys-
tems or save forests, address social and 
environmental justice, and thereby work 
cohesively across our diverse landscapes 
to broadly provide for our communities 
now and into the foreseeable future.

The practice of forestry has always 
grappled with the question of what is 
active management. Over 30 years ago, 
the Pacific Northwest region had that 
discussion on the spotted owl. Now we 
are revisiting the discussion on wildfire 
and climate change. And we have to be 
nimble to respond to these current reali-
ties and what may come next.  WF

John Bailey is a professor of Silviculture 
and Fire Management in the College of 
Forestry at Oregon State University. An 
OSAF member and past member of SAF’s 
Committee on Forest Policy. Bailey can be 
reached at john.bailey@oregonstate.edu 
or (541) 737-1497.
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