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Kathryn Pyne
1955-2022

Kathryn Suzanne Pyne, 67 of Fairbanks 
Alaska, passed away on Dec. 8, 2022. Kathryn, 
known to her friends and coworkers as KT, 
moved to Alaska with her family when she 
was six and lived in many places around the 
state, yet she called Fairbanks home for most 
of those years. KT was a dedicated forestry 
professional having worked in many capaci-
ties with the Alaska Division of Forestry and 
Fire Protection (DOF). She started her career 
as a wildland fire dispatcher and held other 
positions such as stewardship forester, Fair-
banks area forester, fire planner and finished 
her career as the statewide support forester.  

KT was an active member of the Society 
of American Foresters. She would regularly 
volunteer for leadership positions including 
Yukon River chapter chair, Alaska SAF execu-
tive committee chair, at-large member of the 
SAF Northwest Office Executive Committee, 
as well as various ad-hoc committees to or-
ganize SAF events in Alaska. As a result of her 
leadership and commitment to SAF, KT was 
awarded the SAF Fellows award in 2016.  

KT was also active in other forestry and 
fire-related organizations. She was a regu-
lar participant in the Fairbanks Arbor Day 
committee, board member of the Chena 
Goldstream Fire and Rescue Department, and 
chaired the Alaska Wildland Fire Coordination 
Group fire research subcommittee. She was a 
well-rounded professional true to the meaning 
of the word, though she was particularly pas-
sionate about reforestation and planting trees.

Above all, KT cared for people. She was a 
mentor to many foresters and fire profession-

als in Alaska. She provided thoughtful advice 
for those seeking it and would encourage 
people to advance their careers. One of KT’s 
strongest characteristics was that she support-
ed people. She was always willing to lend a 
helping hand or a listening ear for those who 
needed it. If you worked with KT, you would 
likely find chocolates or small gifts on your 
keyboard in the morning to brighten your day.  

KT will be missed not only by her DOF and 
SAF family, but all those who had the privilege 
of knowing and working with her. KT said she 
wanted a tree planted in memory of her, and 
Alaska SAF intends to do that this coming 
Arbor Day.

    
Jack Markley

1931-2022
Jack passed away peacefully in his sleep in 

the early morning hours of September 9, with 
his family around him.

Born and raised in Staunton, Virginia, 
Jack grew up as both a voracious reader 
and a lover of outdoor pursuits; hunting, 
scrambling around the woods, and especially 
fishing. Jack’s parents owned a rustic “camp” 
in the nearby countryside, a base for these 
adventures. Childhood escapades included 
fishhooks in his fingers, squirrel bites on his 
ears, a pet alligator, and teasing his younger 
brother Bob. A favorite family story is that 
once when Bob asked why they shot crows, 
Jack explained that the reason was because 
the “crows ate squirrel eggs”—something Bob 
apparently believed for quite some time.

After high school, at age 16, Jack became 
a cadet at Virginia Polytechnic Institute. The 
first two years were tough; WWII had just end-
ed, social changes were afoot, and Jack was 
taking classes heavily loaded in the “ologies”, 
as he would say (physics, organic chemistry, 
multiple labs). He finally found his stride in 
his junior year when he was able to take class-
es in what interested him most: trees. His love 
of nature translated into a passion for any-
thing related to trees, and he graduated with a 
degree in forestry. One week after graduation, 

aged 20, he began his wood technology/for-
estry masters at Duke University.

The Korean War began during Jack’s junior 
year of college. He was drafted after graduat-
ing in 1953 from Duke, and served stateside 
in an engineering unit until March 1955. After 
leaving the military, he worked a short time 
for the Virginia Division of Forestry in south-
ern Virginia, and then as a forestry consultant.

In Richmond, Virginia on election night 
1956, Jack met Pat. He courted her for several 
months, but as Pat was reluctant to marry 
(her plan had been to join the WHO as a 
nurse and travel), he took a job in Idaho. His 
persuasive letters, along with encouragement 
from mutual friends and family finally won 
her over, and they married on May 11, 1958. 
Their honeymoon was the drive from Virginia 
to Idaho in Pat’s new VW beetle.

Jack worked for the Potlatch Company 
for many years, becoming the manager of 
the research department. He worked on the 
invention and production of several well-
known wood products, such as OSB (oriented 
strand board). While living in Lewiston, Jack 
was also a member in toastmasters, and later 
became a member of the Lewis and Clark 
Historical Society.

In 1990, Jack and Pat moved to Port Ange-
les to be near family. They established many 
lovely relationships, and Jack very much en-
joyed participating in the Klahhane Club and 
the current events/political discussion group 
at the Senior Center. 

Always an original thinker, never a follow-
er, Jack respected intelligence and curiosity 
in others, and enjoyed challenging the status 
quo. He had a sparkling sense of humor, and 
a sweetly spiritual side, rarely shown. If he be-
lieved he was right (always), he would keep at 
you until you gave in or gave up. He loved his 
family and friends deeply, and will be missed 
by all who knew him well.

Gordon George
1926-2022

Gordon W. George died March 4, 2022, in 
Spokane, Washington. He was born June 19, 
1926, in The Dalles to Howard and Mildred 
(Clark) George. He was raised in Cloverdale, 
Stayton and Bend where he met his wife, Joy.

He served in the Navy during WWII. After 
the war, he attended Oregon State University 
and graduated with a degree in forestry. He 
was employed by the U.S. Forest Service in 
Crescent, Sisters and settling in Pendleton as 
a deputy supervisor. He retired after 36 years.

Gordon was an avid fly fisherman. He 
enjoyed hunting, camping and the outdoors. 
He shared these passions with his children, 
grandchildren, and great grandchildren. 
He was an active member of the Pendleton 
Rotary for more than 50 years and served his 
community in other capacities.  WF
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